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About me

For more than two decades — | have worked cross-culturally in the field of educational
innovation, with a consistent focus on creating interdisciplinary science education
platforms that empower students to make learning more meaningful to them and their
communities.

For more than a decade — | have been working with colleagues around the world to
develop Global ESD and our OpenEvo platform to enable participatory research and
design processes around these innovations.

While working at MPI-EVA — | have been advancing an approach to Computational
Curriculum Studies that centers on critically analyzing Al in relation to the
systems-scale transformations in education, with a focus on curriculum design
processes that are participatory, interdisciplinary, and individually flexible.
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Our OpenEvo innovation lab, at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology,
provides access to open education resources, and tools for interdisciplinary educational
innovation research within our Educational Design Concept and Theory of School Improvement.
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As a co-founder of OpenEvo, | have helped lead this project from conceptualization to its
current state, with responsibilities including:

Team management and school partnership coordination
Theory and research methods development

WordPress site design and management

Moodle module development

Content development and curation

Grant writing and project sustainability planning


http://openevo.eva.mpg.de
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dustin-eirdosh/
https://openevo.eva.mpg.de/
https://openevo.eva.mpg.de/labs/edl/design-concept/
https://openevo.eva.mpg.de/labs/edl/theory-of-school-improvement/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dustin-Eirdosh

. Education & Training

2022 - Ph.D., Biology Education, Friedrich Schiller University of Jena

(Magna Cum Laude; 1,1). Hosted by the Department of Comparative Cultural Psychology,
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany.

Focus on teaching human behavior and evolution as interdisciplinary themes

2015 - M.Sc., International Food Business & Consumer Science, University of Kassel,
Witzenhausen, Germany. Focus on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

2004 - B.A., Human Ecology, College of the Atlantic, Bar Harbor, Maine, USA
Focus on sustainability education and community development

Professional Experiences

April 2019 - Present

Education innovation coordinator

Department of Comparative Cultural Psychology
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology
Leipzig, Germany

http://openevo.eva.mpg.de

February 2022 - Present

Guest researcher

AG Biologiedidaktik (Biology Education),
Friedrich-Schiller-Universitat Jena, Germany

March 2017-April 2019

Research assistant

Faculty of Life Sciences, Biology Education Research Group
University of Leipzig, Germany

June 2015 - Present

Co-Founder and Curriculum Designer

Global ESD (Education for Sustainable Development)
http://www.GlobalESD.org

September 2012 - June 2015

Project leader & curriculum consultant

The Positive Education Action-Research Lab

Toliara, Atsimo Andrefana, Madagascar

University of Toliara, Madagascar (ENS - Faculty of Educational Psychology)

September 2004 - March 2009

K-12 Service-Learning & Youth Advocacy Coordinator

Mt. Desert Island Regional School Unit, Coordinated School Health Program
Hancock County, Maine, USA


https://www.eva.mpg.de/comparative-cultural-psychology/education.html
http://openevo.eva.mpg.de
http://www.globalesd.org

Publication Profile

| have co-authored more than 25 academic publications including a unique commitment
to participatory, equity-focused, open-access, and cross-cultural approaches to
academic scholarship and science communication.

e Co-authored across journal domains of science education, history, philosophy,
and psychology of science education, interdisciplinary evolutionary science,
cross-cultural learning research, and sustainability science.

e (Co-authored through Researcher-Practitioner Partnerships
e  Co-authored across English, German, and Turkish language contexts

e Scientific articles written for youth, and youth-reviewed prior to publication

Because my full publication list is available on my Google Scholar profile, | summarize the
value of my current two most relevant academic publications, with selected additional
outputs on the pages that follow:

Eirdosh, D., Prasetijo, A, Aprilia, C., Greenfield, P M., Lavi, N., Muchukunnu, A, et al. (2025).
Learning to navigate change: Case studies in education across cultural boundaries. In S.
Lew-Levy, & S. Asatsa (Eds.), A Field Guide to Cross-Cultural Research on Childhood
Learning: Theoretical, Methodological, Practical, and Ethical Considerations for an
Interdisciplinary Field (pp. 267-308). Cambridge: Open Book Publishers.
doi:10.11647/0bp.0440.08.

— | led a team of 13 cross-cultural researching studying learning and schooling
systems in mostly marginalized communities around the world. Using my conceptual
framework for cultural Theories of Schooling, we provide a diverse set of community
case studies, spanning decades and cultures related to change, equity, and autonomy in
our educational systems.

Hanisch, S., & Eirdosh, D. (2023). Behavioral Science and Education for Sustainable
Development: Towards Metacognitive Competency. Sustainability, 15(9), 7413.
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15097413

— With my key collaborator, | synthesized the literature linking interdisciplinary
perspectives in behavioral sciences as both content and context in relation to the aims
of ESD.


https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=UJeSuO0AAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15097413

Selected Other Publications and Media

Sénchez Amaro, A, Eirdosh, D., & Haun, D. (2024). Studying Great Apes and Cultural Diversity to
Understand the Human Mind. Frontiers for Young Minds, 12.
https://kids.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/frym.2024.1337514

— Written by leading MPI-EVA scientists for youth, and reviewed by youth to communicate
understandings of human diversity.

Hanisch, S., Eirdosh, D. (2024). A Teacher's Guide to Evolution, Behavior, and Sustainability
Science. 3rd Edition. Leipzig/Jena, Germany.

— Available in English, German, and Turkish, used in interdisciplinary teacher education
programs internationally.

Selected Professional and Public Talks

Understanding the Causal Origins of Creativity: A View from Computational Curriculum
Studies

Conference talk. Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Human and Machine Creativity

2-4 July, 2025 | Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Center for Humans and
Machines

Understanding Humans, Als, and the evolution of equitable societies.

Opening Keynote talk. 8th Max Planck Symposium for Alumni and Early Career Researchers
"The rise of social, economic and environmental justice" - July 24th, 2023
https://vimeo.com/853279504/3d417d279a

Why human behavior is at the center of education.

TedXLeipziglInternationalSchool. June 16th, 2021
https:/www.ted.com/talks/dustin_eirdosh_why_is_human_behaviour_at_the_center_of_educa
tion


https://kids.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/frym.2024.1337514
https://openevo.eva.mpg.de/teachingbase/teachers-guide/
https://openevo.eva.mpg.de/teachingbase/teachers-guide/
https://vimeo.com/853279504/3d417d279a
https://www.ted.com/talks/dustin_eirdosh_why_is_human_behaviour_at_the_center_of_education
https://www.ted.com/talks/dustin_eirdosh_why_is_human_behaviour_at_the_center_of_education

. Scientific Advisory and Innovation Support Roles

Education domain co-lead (with Susan Hanisch). Cultural Evolution Society
Transformation Fund. Sustainability Applied Working Group.
(https://ces-transformationfund.org/our-projects/sustainability-awg/)

e Facilitating a multi-stakeholder collaboration process around an applied
framework for community-based processes of applied cultural evolutionary
change in relation to sustainable development in the domain of education.

e Facilitating the development of a policy brief relating applied cultural evolution to
the domain of Education for Sustainable Development.

Scientific advisory board member. Facility for Action for Climate Empowerment to
achieve the National Determined Contributions (FACE-NDC). Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO). United Nations FAO Zambia and the Office of
Climate Change, Biodiversity and Environment . Duration of implementation phase:
01.03.2023-28.02.2030 Allocated funding: 18,496,873 €

e Facilitating technical guidance and supervision for teacher education training
and sustainability-focused student thesis projects.

e Facilitating technical guidance and supervision for the development of
University-Assisted Community Science Lab models in regional schools.

Prior Grant Funding

Project “Developing a field approach to cultural evolution”

March 2022-December 2024; Amount: $3,130,761

Funder: John Templeton Foundation

Roles: provided grant conceptualization for viewing schools as field sites for community-based
research; involved in drafting of the proposal; involved in supporting Leipzig field site projects.

Project “Amselo - Agent-based models of social-ecological systems with NetLogo”
October 2022 - September 2025

Funder: Joachim Herz Stiftung

Role: supported conceptualization of the proposal; involved in supporting development and
dissemination of outputs.
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https://ces-transformationfund.org/our-projects/sustainability-awg/
https://www.templeton.org/grant/developing-a-field-approach-to-cultural-evolution

